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OPTIMIST CLUB OF PLAINFIELD, INDIANA 
Serving the Plainfield Community and its youth since 1954 

 

Affiliated with Optimist International and the Indiana South District 
Indiana South District Theme:           “Give of  Your self  For  The Kids”             February 2010 
 

Club Meetings 
6:30pm, Thursdays 
“ Plainfield Elks Lodge”  
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 664,  
Plainfield, IN 46168 
 

Club Web Site: 
www.optimistindiana.org/ 
                Clubs/Plainfield 
 
Officers &  Director s: 
President: John Reel 
Pres.-Elect: Pat Spray 
Vice-Pres.: Dawn Wickham 
Past-Pres.: Walter Lemke 
Sec./Treas. M ike Woodward 
Director: Dennis M iddleton 
Director: Rick Shaw 
Director: Rusty Diemer 
Director: Andy Tice 
Director: Rob Mongell 
Director: Brian Dilger 
 
 

February Programs: 
(All Club meetings at Plainfield 
Elks Lodge) 
Feb. 4 – The Sheriffs 
Department   K-9 Division will 
present the program. 
Feb. 11 – Deer Creek Golf Club 
Pro Derek Carlson will be the 
guest speaker.. 
Feb. 18 – “Super Thursday”   
State Senator Connie Lawson is 
tentatively scheduled to be our 
special guest. 
Jan. 21 – Board Meeting. 
Jan. 25 – Program TBA. 
Mar. 4 – Oratorical Contest and 
Essay Winners. 
 

 

President’ s Message… 
 
Fellow Optimist, 
  

What a month this has been.....we started out with a "snow night" and cancelled our first 
meeting after the Holiday Season.  Since then, the club has been very busy with 
Baseball and Soccer activities "gearing up" for the 2010 season. 
  

Brian and Paul have had the most activity with 485 spring soccer kids signing up.  An 
unbelievable turnout for this early time of the year!  Baseball will begin this week with 
five sign up days over a two week period.  Some of you might have heard rumors of our 
club possibly leaving the Little League Program. After several excellent meetings within 
the Club Board and the Baseball Board, and a session with our District 8 Little League 
Director, the Baseball Board has decided to continue our affiliation with LL for 2010. 
  

PYAC Update info:    MUDDY...MUDDY…MUDDY....HOWEVER.....The Soccer 
concession area has most of the exterior and interior completed and we will be ready to 
start installing required equipment very soon. We could use working refrigerators, 
freezers, etc. in good condition for the new concession stands if someone would like to 
make a donation. The dugouts on baseball fields have the foundations in place and the 
footing for the baseball concession stand is almost done. Fencing was delivered last 
week and you will see activity in that area as soon as weather permits. 
  

Let me remind everyone again of our spring plans. : First, we have received permission 
to remain at Lovell Field one more spring and we will let the new grass at PYAC rest 
until the fall season. SECOND. Baseball will remain at Hummel Park for the regular 
season.  Our plans are to have the “ in-house”  regular season tournament as the first 
activity at the new BB complex at the completion of our season at Hummel Park.  We 
still have not made a decision on our fall FB and soccer seasons.....pending status of the 
new fields at PYAC. 
  

Programs still appear to be an attraction for our weekly meeting. Attendance has really 
improved...we are averaging over 25 members each week  and last week we had our Tri 
–Star Basketball contest dinner with nearly 100 kids, parents and members attending. 
The youngsters received their trophy's and our guest speaker was our new high school 
basketball coach Clay Bolser .  Thanks again to all of you for outstanding support....we 
have eleven new members since October 1, and more to be voted on at our next club 
board meeting. 
  
JR 

“ To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best.”  



2009-10 Committee Chairs: 
Baseball Co-Directors:  

Dale Copeland & Travis Nichols 
Spring Soccer Director: 

Brian Dilger & Paul Hrbek 
Fall Soccer Director: 

Brian Dilger & Paul Hrbek 
Football Director: 

Dennis Middleton 
Cheerleading Director: 

Shelly Vernengo 
Tri-Star Soccer: 

Sandi Layton 
Tri-Star Football:  

Mark Hagee 
Tri-Star Basketball:  

Rob Tejchma 
Junior Golf:  

Mike Woodward 
Youth Appreciation Week: 

Rusty Diemer 
Respect For Law Week: 

Jim Spencer 
Respect For Law Camp: 

Jerry Fishel 
Firemen’s Appreciation: 

Wes Bennett 
Partners In Education: 

Bill Verhonik 
Oratorical Contest:  

Andy Tice 
Essay Contest:  

Mike Woodward 
Senior Scholarships:  

Susan Cloe 
Needy Family Christmas: 

Greg & Jill Baker 
Boys State Sponsorship:  

Carl Smith 
Youth Clubs: 
Jr. Optimist Club (PCMS):  

Dawn Wickham & Joan Effinger 
Octagon Club (HS):  

Mike Woodward & Carrie Farris 
Plainfield Junior Miss Program:  

Dawn Wickham 
Publicity 
                                Travis Lansberry 
Finance                     Mike Daugherty 
   

February Bir thdays: 
Feb. 01 – Mark Todisco 
Feb. 02 – Andy Garriott, Rich  
                Philip & Jed Wickham 
Feb. 03 – Bill Chery & Dave Boesch 
Feb. 07 – Carl Smith 
Feb. 09 – Ricky Parker 
Feb. 10 – Mike Daudherty 
Feb. 11 – Andy Tice 
Feb. 12 – Steve Gee 
Feb. 14 – Pat Spray 
Feb. 17 – Linda Fuson 
Feb. 19 – Jim Chapman & 
                Dennis Middleton 
Feb. 21 – Shelly Vernengo 
Feb. 25 - Rusty Diemer  
Feb. 28 – Brett Hesson &  
                Brian Holsclaw 

Spr ing Soccer  Sign-Ups …... 
 

Spring Soccer Sign-Ups have been completed.  If you know someone who wants to sign 
up but has not yet done so, have them contact Br ian Dilger  (839-7047) or Paul Hrbek 
(839-5284) as soon as possible.  
 
Baseball Sign-Ups …... 
 
Baseball Sign-Ups will be held on the following dates: 
 

Date Place Time 
Feb. 4 Plainfield Recreation Center 6pm-8pm 
Feb. 6 Dick’s Sporting Goods 10am-1pm 
Feb. 11 Plainfield Recreation Center 6pm-8pm 
Feb. 13 Dick’s Sporting Goods 10am-1pm 
Feb. 15 Plainfield Recreation Center 6pm-8pm 

 
February Meetings ….. 
 

Feb. 4  – Officer Nick Korpal of the Hendr icks County Sher iffs Depar tment K-9 
Division and his dog Bolle will present a program sure to interest and delight one and 
all. Officer Korpal is trained in handling Bolle, and Bolle is trained in search, attack, and 
drug recognition methods. They are often called upon to search for suspects who have 
fled on foot from crime scenes as well as to perform searches of vehicles and homes 
where suspected controlled substances may be hidden. They are also utilized to locate 
small children or the impaired elderly who have wandered away from their residences.  
This will be a great program to bring your kids! 
 
Feb. 11 – Derek Car lson, the Head Golf Professional at Deer Creek Golf Club will 

present an informative program on the various levels of 
Golf Professionals. Derek is a 2001 graduate from Tri State 
University in Angola, IN where he earned a bachelors 
degree in Golf Management.  After graduation he worked at 
Fremont CC in Fremont Ohio and Sylvania CC in Sylvania 
Ohio, studying under Jim McGurk, a Jim Mclean School 
instructor.  He also worked in Fort Wayne, IN at Orchard 
Ridge Country Club where he assisted in the development 
of the junior golf program. 
 

 
 

Feb. 18 – “ Super  Thursday”  – Pending confirmation of 
her availability on this date, Connie Lawson, Indiana 
State Senator, District 24, will be our honored guest 
speaker.  Senator Lawson has held her current office 
since 1996.  She is currently the Majority Floor Leader, 
the Local Government and Elections Chair, the Joint 
Rules Chair and the Women in Government Chair.  She 
also serves on six standing committees. Her community 
service involvement includes serving on the Board of 
Directors for the Hendricks College Network and the Indiana Youth Services 
Association, and on the Community Advisory Board for the Plainfield and 
Putnamville Correctional Facilities. Let’s have a great member turnout for this 
program!   
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Tr i-Star  Basketball Winners …... 
Congratulations to all the award 
winners (those able to attend the 
awards presentation are pictured 
below) at our annual Tr i-Star  
Basketball competition.  Thanks 
to Tri-Star basketball chair Rob 
Tejchma (with much assistance 
from Club President John Reel), 
all members who helped with the 
contest, and PHS boys basketball 
coach Clay Bolser  for his 
remarks (and for presenting the 
awards). Boys winners were Derek Cavanaugh, Sam Tackett, Kamden Shephard, 
Camden East, Tyler  Maple, D. J. Dickerson,, M itchel Brauns, Jar rett Huffred, 
Jonathan Gee, Kyler  Nichols, Max Kurkowski, Garrett Groninger , Jack 

Cavanzugh, Johnny Gulley, and 
Johnny Boesch.   
 
Girls winners were Mackenzie Dalton, 
Sier ra Benge, Hannah Wagoner , 
Katie Gee, Indira Peters, Natalie 
Gulley, Kayla Benge, Samantha 
Olinger , Kr isten Query, Emma 
Starkey, Rachel Bahr , Hayden 
Stinnett, K iah Farrell, and Kylie 
Dostin.  
 

 

Orator ical Contest …... 
The Club’s annual Orator ical Contest will be held at the Club meeting on March 4.  
There are separate contests for boys and girls who must be under the age of 16 as of 
December 31, 2009.  Each participant must prepare and deliver a four to five minute 
speech on the topic “ Cyber Communication: Progress or Problem?”  Club winners 
advance to Regional and (hopefully) District competition.  Each District winner will 
receive a $2,500.00 scholarship (amount increased from previous years). Additional 
information is available on the Optimist International web site (www.Optimist.org).  
Look for the “Programs”  and then “Scholarship Programs”  buttons.  Club members who 
have sons or daughters who are interested in participating should contact Mrs. Car r ie 
Far r is in the English Department at Plainfield High School or Club Oratorical Chair 
Andy Tice (ticeandrew@yahoo.com). 
 
Essay Contest …... 
The Club’s annual Essay Contest will be held in February (essays must be received by 
February 21).  Each participant must write an essay of between 400 and 500 words on 
the topic “ The Internet: Today’s Evolution or Tomorrow’s Menace?”  Participants 
submitting the top three essays will receive their awards and read their essays at the 
Club meeting on March 4.  Contestants must be under the age of 19 as of December 31, 
2009.  Club winners advance to District and (hopefully) International competition.  Each 
District winner will receive a $2,500.00 scholarship and the top three International 
winners will receive additional scholarships of up to $6,000.00 (amounts increased from 
previous years). Additional information is available on the Optimist International web 
site (www.Optimist.org).  Look for the “ Programs”  and then “Scholarship Programs”  
buttons.  Club members who have sons or daughters who are interested in participating 
should contact Mrs. Carrie Farris in the English Department at Plainfield High School or 
Club Essay Chair Mike Woodward (mjwoodwardiu@yahoo.com). 



 
 
 
 
 

    

                
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last Call for  Club Membership Directory Photos….. 
The new Club Membership Directory will be printed and distributed very soon  We 
would like to include as many “ head shot”  photos of members as possible. Please e-mail 
your photo (jpeg format preferred) to Mike Woodward at mjwoodwardiu@yahoo.com.  
 
Community Pancake Breakfast …... 
The Plainfield Kiwanis Club is spearheading their second annual fund raiser to benefit 
the Plainfield youth Athletic Complex by holding a Community Pancake Breakfast at 
the Plainfield United Methodist Church on Saturday, February 20. Bob Milligan, 
President of the Kiwanis Club, is coordinating the participation of other service Clubs in 
this event (Plainfield Masonic Lodge, Plainfield Lions Club, Key Club, and others are 
expected to participate). Optimist members are being asked to help by bussing tables 
during the event (and certainly, to participate as patrons at the breakfast!).  Any member 
who is available and is willing to help should contact Mike Woodward to coordinate a 
time slot (7am-11am).  Please help “ spread the word”  to your friends and neighbors.   
 
Jr . Optimist Club Members Make Blankets for  Preschoolers… 
Members of the Junior Optimist Club at Plainfield Community Middle School have 
been busy making blankets to give to children enrolled in the Plainfield Community 
Schools Developmental Preschool.  Club members have been making the blankets 
during their monthly meetings throughout the school year. Club Advisor Joan Effinger  
was able to purchase the fabric using funds from a $1,000 Youth As Resources (YAR) 
grant the club received last year.  Using the grant funds, Effinger was able to purchase 
enough fleece to make about 90 blankets. Some are adult-sized and go to the patients at 
the Hendricks Regional Health Cancer Center in Avon. Others have gone to PCMS staff 
members who have had a baby or are going through a difficult situation such as 
chemotherapy or hospice.  “They (the club members) have gotten quite good at cutting 
and tying double knots!”  Effinger said. “ We are very anxious to deliver them to the 
preschoolers. Because the grant is written by club members, they are also the ones who 
decide where the blankets will go.”  The Optimist Club members will be bringing 
blankets to the 65 preschoolers on February 4. The preschoolers will be having a pajama 
and teddy bear day in anticipation of the blankets. When the club members arrive, they 
will share a snack and read stories together.  The Plainfield Community Schools 
Developmental Preschool is at Van Buren Elementary School.  

 
Welcome New Members….. 
 

The Board of Directors accepted and approved the applications of 5 new members.  The 
New members and their sponsors are: 
 

  New Member    Sponsor  
Curtis Diemer Rusty Diemer 
Sue Elhabrush John Reel 
Jon Jeffries Dale Copeland 
Rob Wallin Paul Hrbek 
Candice Wallin Rob Wallin 

We welcome all new members and encourage you to get involved in at least one Club 
activity.  We promise that you will get back more than you put in!  It feels good 
knowing you have made a difference in the life of a child and that you are serving the 
community in which you live.   
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