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News on the 180 Foot Banana Split 
 

With only 157 7th graders this year the banana split was shortened to 
180 feet.  We still used 35 pounds of bananas, 250 ounces of chocolate 
syrup, 26 gallons of vanilla ice cream, 17 cans of whipped topping, 35 
ounces of sprinkles, 10 jars of cherries, and Little Rainbow drinks for 
everyone. 
 
It was held on Thursday, September 4 at 3:45 pm.  This was a rainy 
day and we were promised that the rain would stop.  We set up in 
between small rainy periods, but when the students actually started to 
"dig in" the rain stopped and they had a wonderful time.  If you have 
never witnessed this you are missing a great experience for the youth.  
The intent of our project is to bring all the 7th grade students from the 
four elementary schools together as one unit of Heritage Hills Patriots. 
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The Santa Claus Optimist 
P.O Box 33 
Santa Claus, IN 47579-0033 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
November 3 – Regular Meeting at 6 p.m. at Santa’s Lodge (Dave 
Grundhoefer & Pat Arnold provide a “History of Christmas Lake Village”) 
 
November 7 – Avenue of Flags 
 
November 15 – Pancake Breakfast – 6 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at the Santa Claus 
Community Center 
 
November 17 – Regular Meeting at 6 p.m. at Santa’s Lodge (Melissa Miller 
“Remembering the Journey of Remembrance.” 
 
December 1 – Annual Christmas Celebration in Celebration Room at Santa’s 
Lodge at 6 p.m.  Entertainment provided by Heritage Hills Choir 
��

 
 

Board of Directors 
Mary Riggle (2) Carl Somerlott (2) 

Duane Walter (2) 
Wayne Gifford (1) Roger Hayes (1) 

Jim McCallister (1) 
 

Past President 
Don Carrell 

 
Editor 

Tan & Jennifer Mayhall 

 

President 
Lee Ringeman 

 
Vice-Presidents 

Jim Hicks  Mike Schriefer 
 

Secretary  
Sue Cherolis 

 
Treasurer 
Jim Martin 



THE SANTA CLAUS OPTIMIST NOVEMBER 2008 THE SANTA CLAUS OPTIMIST NOVEMBER 2008 

 

MEETINGS  
 

November 3 – Pat Arnold and Dave Grundhoefer will provide a 
history Christmas Lake Village. 
  
November 17 – Melissa Miller will speak on her travels with the 
“Journey of Remembrance” flatboat trip down the Mississippi. 
 
 

MENUS 
 
November 3 – Ham, scalloped potatoes, peas, broccoli, spiral pasta, 
and brownies 
  
November 17 – Roast turkey & dressing, peas and carrots, sweet 
potatoes, tossed salad, pumpkin and pecan pie 
�

 
ANNIVERSARIES  

 
Bob and Maureen Hagedorn       11/8 

Ralph and Helen Kennedy           11/12 
 

BIRTHDAYS  
 

Bruce Cissna, 11/2    Dennis Drake, 11/2 
Sid Gardner, 11/2    Ron Kroeger, 11/2 
Mike Koch, 11/3    Jessica Walters, 11/8 
George Woodham, 11/15   Don Carrell, 11/24 
Lois Martin, 11/26    Matt Hinshaw, 11/26 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL! 
 

 
 

Pancake Breakfast 
The Santa Claus Optimist Annual Pancake Breakfast will be held 
November 15, from 6 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at the Santa Claus Community 
Center.  Pancakes, sausage, milk, juice and coffee will be served on an 
all you can eat basis.  The event helps our club raise necessary funds 
for the kids in Spencer County and is the second largest fundraiser 
behind the golf outing for our optimist club.  Volunteers are needed for 
setup, cooking, serving, and cleanup.  Jeff Lindsey has again agreed to 
chair this year’s event.  Tickets have already been ordered and between 
8 and 10 tickets will be mailed to each member to sell.  Contact Jeff 
Lindsey (544-3215) to sign up. 
 

Avenue of Flags 
 

Friday, November 7 will be the last time to put out flags for the 2008 
Avenue of Flags.  We will put out flags on Friday evening and pick up 
flags Tuesday night or Wednesday morning.  Please contact chairman 
Bill Cherolis (544-2722) if you can help either put out or pick up.  
Thanks! 
 

October Guest Speakers 
 
Laura Barker , communications director for Lincoln Amphitheatre 
spoke on October 6 about upcoming events. Laura informed the group 
of the new play depicting Abraham Lincoln’s life and will premier in 
the spring of 2009.  For more information please see 
www.lincolnamhitheatre.com.  
 
On October 20, Tan, Jennifer, Gabby, and Grace Mayhall spoke on 
their summer stay in India.  The family gave a quick overview of what 
it was like to live in a foreign country and the differences in cultures. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lincolnamhitheatre.com/
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Lincoln Trail Banana Split  
 

On October 24th, our Optimists served 52 hungry students from 
Lincoln Trail Elementary School with a huge banana split. Don and 
Merry Riggle, Marvin Leibring, Mike Robinson and Lee 
Ringeman served the delicious treat celebrating these youngsters’ 
successes.  The next banana split for Lincoln Trail is scheduled for 
January 2, 2009. Plan to come watch the fun. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tri Star Golf Awards  
 

Prior to the October 20th Optimist Meeting past president Don Carrell 
handed out the awards for the innaugral Tri-Star Golf Event.  This 
event saw an excellent turnout and has room to grow in coming years.  
Congratulations to all who participated and helped make this event a 
success. 
 

Indiana South District Conference 
 

The Indiana South District Conference is November 7 and 8 in French Lick.   
All Optimists are encouraged to attend this informative conference.  The 
application form can be found on the Indiana South District Optimist 

International website www.optimistindiana.org. 
 

Annual Christmas Celebration 
 

Several elves have begun work on this year’s Christmas Celebration 
slated to be held December 1.  LuAnn Williams  has agreed again to 
chair this event and is in the process of making yet another memorable 
night for the Santa Claus Optimist.  The evening’s festivities will begin 
at 6 p.m. with entertainment by the Heritage Hills.  Please RSVP to 
LuAnn at either 686-3434 or luanne7945@yahoo.com by 
November 20. 

Welcome New Members! 
 

This past month four new members have been added to the Santa Claus 
Optimist Club.  Please be sure to welcome Joanie Cassell, Rodger 
Claise, Jim Gartley, and Nancy Ringeman. 
 
 

http://www.optimistindiana.org/
mailto:luanne7945@yahoo.com

