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Optimist 
OF INDIANAPOLIS DOWNTOWN OPTIMIST CLUB  

INDIANA SOUTH DISTRICT – ZONE 1 
CHARTER NO. 1 – MAY 15, 1916 

SCOTTISH RITE CATHEDRAL – FRIDAYS, 12 NOON 

 
 
 

 

Member Concerns  
  Condolences to 
the Pat & Rick 
France on the  

passsing of Pat’s mother. 

*********************** 
Optimist International's 
Mission  is to foster an 
optimistic way of life, 
through a network of 
Optimists, dedicated to 
the full development of 
their potential in order to 
provide ever-expanding 
service to youth, the 
community and the world. 
 
************************ 
Co-Editors: 
Amber Buchanan 
Pat France 
 
(1 inserts this week) 

 
“Stepping Up,” by Barb Milton 
 Spring has finally arrived in Indiana!  With that comes the variety of weather that 
renews the grasses, trees, and even our personal spirits.   This is usually a time 
you open your windows, go for a walk, and take on the projects that sustain a 
good house hold. 

It’s the same for Downtown Optimists.  We’ve selected the new presidential 
candidate, congrats Bill Meyers, and are working on expanding the Board for 

2008 forward.  Half our projects are completed and we’ve added some terrific new members.  I 
even think the economy has embraced “green” and renewing itself. 

As we all venture out in the next few months I want to challenge you to extend the hand of 
friendship in Optimist.  I will make sure I have posters you can place around your neighborhoods. 
As you pick up the supplies at the hardware store, grocery, bank, doctor’s office, or hobby store 
ask if you can put up a poster.   Let me know if you need some more business card invitations.  
The cards are simple to carry and easy to hand out.  Have you read a good book at your local 
library?  Leave the little business card in the book as a bookmarker for the next person.  You 
never know when you’ll touch someone’s life with optimism and opportunity to make a difference.  
Did you know it takes an average of seven contacts to make an impression on someone?  Is 
there someone you have invited to club once or twice?  Passion shows!  Be passionate about 
our club and our community.  Extend the hand of friendship every day wherever you are.  April 
showers bring May flowers and “green” golf courses!   

Thanks for everything you do on a daily basis to improve our community and each others 
lives. 
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   PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS//EEVVEENNTTSS  
OFFICERS 2008-2009 
 
BARB MILTON 
President 
 
KEN LOUDENBACK 
Immediate Past President 
 
AMBER BUCHANAN 
VP – Administration 

PAT FRANCE 
VP – Youth 
 
RICK FRANCE 
Secretary 

KEN KOLMERTEN 
Treasurer 

CHARLIE SMITH 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

KIM LOUDENBACK 
Chaplain 
 

DIRECTORS 2008-2009 

“Term Expires 9/30/09” 

JERRY KORN 

KIM LOUDENBACK 

CHARLIE SMITH 

KEITH WEBER 

 

“Term Expires 9/30/10” 

LEROY BASHLEY 

CHERYL CURRY 

JOHN GOWER 

DOUG BROWN 

 
Volume 

VIIII 
Issue 04 

 
Apr 
02 

2009 

Scottish Rite @ Noon 
 
Apr 03 – Heather Moody, Noble of Indiana 
 
Apr 04 – DOC “Clothe-a-Child” – at JC Penney, 

8752 Michigan Road, arrive 6:45 a.m. 
 
Apr 05 – Regional Oratorical, Indianapolis Senior 

Center, 2 p.m. 
 
Apr 08 – DOC Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Sisters 

Restaurant 
 
Apr 10 – Harshman Super Citizen’s 
 
Apr 17 – Shawn Wright-Browner, “Dress for Success 

– Males” 
 
Apr 24 – Bobby Plump, “Milan Fame” 
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PPRROOGGRRAAMM  ––  FFEEBB  66tthh    ––  bbyy  BBoobb  BBaaii lleeyy EEssssaayy  WWiinnnneerrss  ––  FFEEBB  1133tthh  ––  RRiicckk  FFrraannccee,,  CChhaaii rr 

�

� nce again, DOC hosted the Harshman Middle School 

Super Citizens. Five students were recognized for their 
contributions to the model in our creed, "Expect Only the 
Best".  Ashanti Logan, Kadidria Young, Diane Lancaster, 
Leo Williams, Dana Chism, Dettrick King, Tayja Scott-
Smith, and A'Reana Lewis. 

It is rewarding to 
all of us, as 
members of a 
youth oriented 
organization, to 
have a chance to 
meet the citizens 
of the future. Too 
often we hear 
only bad stuff 
about the kids of 
today, so it is 

heart warming to see the results achieved by the majority 
of kids in our schools. 

  As a program that has been ongoing for several years, 
it epitomizes what we are all about. The members of our 
club who have supported this activity should feel great 
satisfaction when they see a program such as this one 
today. 

 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Saling, 18 
– 1st Place Winner. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Becky Harris, 14 
– 2nd Place 
Winner  
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Scheid, 17 – 3 rd Place Winner could not 
attend the club meeting due to tests at school. 
 
15 total entries – Congratulations to all – a Great  
job on “The Power of Youth” 
 

OOrraattoorr iiccaall   CCoonntteesstt   ––  FFEEBB  2200tthh  ––  PPaatt   FFrraannccee,,  CChhaaii rr 
  ““ FFoorr  MMee,,  OOpptt iimmiissmm  IIss  ……””  

 
All Home Schooled 
– Left to Right: 
Becky Harris, 
Robert Harris, Joe 
Heady, and Lauren 
Heady. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1st Place Girl – Becky Harris 
 
1st Place Boy – Robert Harris 

 
Thank you to our judges… 
 
 
Joe Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Terri Stacy 
 
 
 
 

                                          
Jim Bradford 

 
 
 

To start receiving the Bulletin by Email in PDF for mat, please email Pat at:  pfrance@indy.rr.com . 
Articles for the next newsletter are due:  April 29 th. 
Co-Editors: Amber Buchanan and Pat France.  Reporte rs: Dave Emhardt and Bob Bailey.  Photographers: Sa ndy 
Todd, Dave Emhardt, and Jack Rubak.  Photographs & articles are welcome from members.  


