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PPRROOGGRRAAMM  ––  FFEEBB  2277tthh    ––  bbyy  BBoobb  BBaaiilleeyy  PPRROOGGRRAAMM  ––  MMAARR  66tthh    ––  bbyy  BBoobb  BBaaiilleeyy  
 

To those of us who have been 
in the Downtown Optimist Club for 
many years, it has been a real 
pleasure to know three generations 
of the Myers family as members of 
this No 1 Optimist club. Bill Myers 
(Billy) talked about optimism and 
creativity and how they are related.  
He looked at the Optimist Club 

today as it compared to when his grandfather, that always 
smiling ever kind man who was president of the club right 
after I joined. He noted that numbers were down but spirit 
was still present and he vowed to help build up the club to 
where it was in the past. 

Billy knows a lot about creativity. He is a musician, a 
teacher and a supporter of the art form, He laments the 
loss of art and music teaching in our schools because it 
creates a creativity vacuum. 

He recently went to a District meeting where he saw, as 
all of us do when we go to these meetings, enthusiasm, 
creativity, lots of fun and the true spirit of Optimism. It 
obviously influenced him to become more involved and it 
says one thing: join with other Optimists in our state when 
you have a chance. You will never regret it. 
 

 

Once again, Howard Catt made it 
happen. Nearly 700 people attended the 
Countdown to Finals Luncheon at 
Primos and, as usual, it was a superb 
program presented by the Club.  Girls 
basketball in our state has come a long 
way since we started to sponsor this 
event. You need to look no further than 
the game between South Bend 
Washington and Ben Davis last 
Saturday. It may not be too far in the 
future when the suggestion that the girls play the boys 
becomes a reality. Impossible? Not really. It might be quite a 
game! Thanks to all the DOC Optimists who helped. 
 

TRI-STAR EVENT – held Friday, January 23rd PPRROOGGRRAAMM  ––  MMAARR  1133tthh    ––  bbyy  BBoobb  BBaaiilleeyy 

DOC Volunteers … 
John Gower, Co-Chair 
Caleb Sutton, Co-Chair 
Amber Buchanan, Photos 
Michelle Hickerson 
Jack Huter 
Jerry Korn 
Charlie Smith 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For all who wanted to 
know about Estate Planning but 
were afraid to ask, the club 
provided some of the answers 
through our speaker, Laurie 
Brown who is a registered nurse 
and an attorney. It is not too 

early for anyone, no matter how old, to begin the process to 
produce your Plan. Failure to do so will leave the disposition 
of your property, after you are gone, to the State and we 
know who will be the winner in that scenario. 

Many of us, including myself, have spent the time(and 
also the money) to produce the Plan. While it is a tedious 
exercise and usually a lawyer is involved, when it is 
complete you can pat yourself on the back for having done 
so. So what are you waiting for ????  Get going. 
 

To start receiving the Bulletin by Email in PDF format, please email Pat at:  pfrance@indy.rr.com. 
Articles for the next newsletter are due:  April 29th. 
Co-Editors: Amber Buchanan and Pat France.  Reporters: Dave Emhardt and Bob Bailey.  Photographers: Sandy 
Todd, Dave Emhardt, and Jack Rubak.  Photographs & articles are welcome from members. 
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PPRROOGGRRAAMM  ––  MMAARR  2200tthh    ––  bbyy  BBoobb  BBaaiilleeyy  MMEEMMBBEERRSS  ……  sshhaarriinngg  ttiimmee  ttooggeetthheerr  ……  
 

Our speaker for this meeting was Sharon Butsch 
Freeland, the Executive Director of the Broad Ripple 
Village Assn. She provided us with a brief history of Broad 
Ripple dating back to 1830 when it was formed as a 
separate town. Eventually, it was annexed by Indy in 1922 
and since that time it has experienced a number of growth 
problems some of which they are coping with at present.  
Sharon mentioned that the Glendale Mall, when it was 
opened in 1958, almost killed Broad Ripple because many 
merchants moved to the mall. This helped to create the 
Association which is now dealing with the following:  

 

1. Two abandoned projects that are now 
eyesores 

2. Resurfacing of Broad Ripple Ave-funding and 
government problems 

3. Closing the BR fire station 

4. A trash problem. 
  
BR will survive and hopefully maintain its status as a 

destination for residents of greater Indy and visitors. 
 

 
 
 
Bill & Amber 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rick & Ann 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jean & Pat 
 
 
 

 
MMAARRKK  YYOOUURR  CCAALLEENNDDAARRSS  ……    

““PPLLAAYY  BBAALLLL””  IISS  SSEETT…… BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYY  BBAABBEESS  …… 

 
“Play Ball” – join your Optimist 

friends at Victory Field June 12th, 
when the Indians take on the Norfolk 
Tides are the Triple - A affiliate of the 
Baltimore Orioles. Bob Brafford will 
have more information in the months to come. 

 
Congratulations! Birthday BabesCongratulations! Birthday BabesCongratulations! Birthday BabesCongratulations! Birthday Babes.    
 
 
Bethe Arisman – March 20 
Deanna Byrd – March 31 
Jeff Dill – March 5 
Pat Grady – March 24 
Carol Mullins – March 9 
Billy Myers – March 10 
Jack Sullivan – March 30 
Charley Koehler – April 19 
Jose Tord – April 22 
Jack Whiteman – April 8 
 


