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2010 - 2011  
ñPut the Pieces Together to Bring Out 

the Best in Kidsò 
 

Kathy Underwood , Governor  
 

Jim Arnold , Secretary - Treasurer  
 

Sandi Holstein , Immediate Past 

Governor 
 

Tony Trimble , Past Governor  

 

Chuck Curry , Governor Elect  
 

Lt. Governors  

Zone 1: David Best  

Zone 2: Phillip Hart  

Zone 3: Linda Stein  

Zone 4/5: Dennis Bialaszewski 

Zone 6: Jim Gilbert  

Zone 7: TBA 

Zone 8:  Betty Strickland 

Zone 9: Frank J. Fowler 

Attention:  
Committee Chairs & Lt Governors  
The deadline for submitting articles 

for the next District Bulletin is 

July 1 , 2011 .   Send your 

articles to p_grant@fastmail.fm  if 

you have e - mail.  If you prefer, 

send it snail - mail: 573 Horatio 

Drive , Avon, IN  46123.  

DONõT FORGET! 
 

 

From the Governor:   

 

The 3 rd  Quarter Conference is upon us, and 

what a special conference is will be.  For 

the first time in several years, Indiana 

North and South will be together for our 

visit from the OI President.  In fact, I 

canõt remember a time since Iõve been 

attending Distri ct conferences, when both 

districts met at the same place.  Weõll be 

sharing breakout opportunities, and will 

celebrate our Essay and Oratorical winners 

at a joint lunch. Governor Gregg and I 

agreed that this was an opportunity we 

wanted to give to the mem bers of our 

districts.  This is a rare chance to share 

and learn from each other, to rekindle old 

friendships, and to make new ones.  

 

Along with OI President Danny Rodgers and 

First Lady, Jill, we will hear from, and 

visit with, OI Mid - America VP Debbie Hill 

and First Fella Larry, OI JOOI President 

Kayleigh White, and OI Foundation 

President Gary Addison.  We will be 

electing our Lt. Governors for the 2011 -

2012 Optimist Year.  And, we will welcome 

three new Optimist Clubs: USI (University 

of Southern Indi ana), New Albany and 

Evansville Northside.  

 

But the crown jewel of the conference will 

be the District Service Project.  Deb Rowe 

mailto:p_grant@fastmail.fm
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from one our newest clubs, Fishers, formed a committee and involved members 

across the District to give all members attending from both district to make a 

difference the life of a child with cancer.  We will create WRaPs for these 

children to be presented to the Peyton Manning Childrenõs Hospital Cancer Group 

on May 2 nd.  Please make sure to read more about this project later in this 

bulletin.   

 

And finally, to wrap up the weekend, we will honor President and First Lady 

Rodgers with the International Presidentõs reception and banquet on Saturday 

night.  We will not only honor our International President, but he will share his 

tho ughts when all at the dinner.  

   

Coming up is the International Convention in Baltimore, Maryland on July 3 ð5th .  

Thereõs lots of opportunity to meet and interact with Optimists from around the 

world and participate in workshops, and to participate in the elections of our 

International Leadership.  And, if thatõs not enough, who would not want to see 

July 4 th  fireworks over the harbor!!  

 

And, talking about conventions, make sure to mark your calendar for the District 

Convention, August 5 - 7th  in Evansville.  District Convention chair, Larry Neisen, 

and his committee have been hard at work.  This is the time when we will select 

our Governor - Elect of the 2011 - 12 Optimist Year.  Our OI representative will 

be Mark Shriver, past - international president.  This conv ention is another ônot to 

missõ opportunity.  

 

There is so much going on, and so much yet to do this Optimist year.  We are 

certainly building an amazing puzzle for the kids!!!  

 

Governor Kathy  
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2010- 2011 
Indiana South District Meetings 

 
3rd Quarter District Conferenceé.April 29-30, 2011        Airport Crowne Plaza   Indianapolis 
4th Quarter Conventionéééé..Aug 4 - 7, 2011            Holiday Inn                   Evansville 
 

Taking Steps Toward a Cure  

Optimist International will be 
hosting an organization -wide 

walk to promote childhood 
cancer awareness and raise 

much needed funds.  All 
Clubs are asked to sponsor a 

CCC Walk during June, 
Optimist International 

Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month. This show o f unified 
support will demonstrate the 

organization's mission to "be 
the leading force to rid the 

world of childhood cancer."  

 

 

Participating Clubs may designate how they would like to utilize the funds 
they raise, whether it be sending them to the Optimist International 

Foundation, designated for research at Johns Hopkins or for use at a local 
organization.  

 
If you have any questions about the walk, please contact the Programs 

Department at (800) 500 -8130 or via e -mail at ccc@optimist.org . 

Find more information including planning guides and commitment, registration and sponsor forms at 

http://www.op timist.org/e/member/ccc5.cfm . 
 

Jerry Schue has been nominated as OI Mid-America Vice President 
for the 2012-13 Optimist Year.   Jerry needs our support, both at the 
International Convention in Baltimore this July, and during his year 
as VP.  Please congratulate Jerry on his well-deserved nomination. 
 
Jerry, We Believe in You!!!  
  

 

mailto:ccc@optimist.org
http://www.optimist.org/e/member/ccc5.cfm
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Club Presidents  

Presidents of  all Clubs in the District serve as 

members of the District Board of Directors.  

Optimist International Foundation report  
 

As of February  28, Indiana South is in 2 nd place for total donations given in all 
of Optimist International.  To those who have given, I give you my thanks.   
For everyone else, please consider what you can do to help children by 

supporting your Optimist International Foundation.   
 

The Presidentôs Club is the main effort for the month of March.  We only have 
2 new members during this 2010 -2011 Optimist Foundation year.  There are 

several of you that have not renewed from previous years.  Presidentôs Club is 
a gift of $250.00 renewing  each year for a $250.00 annual contribution.   

 
There are many ways in which you can support OIF.  One of the easiest  is 

Dime -A-Day.  Pass up that candy machine, start a collection of change, or 
better yet, write a $36.50 check to OIF and you will receive  a nice lapel pin to 

show others that you support the Foundation.  Each week I receive a donation 
or 2 from Greensburg.  Thanks Hank, and the members of the Greensburg 
Optimist Club.  Itôs easy isnôt it?   Optimists who donate $36.50 are eligible  to 

cast  their vote for the incoming Director of the OIF Board.  
 

Lt Governors: you are to promote the Foundation by asking your Club 
Presidents for Club Foundation Reps.  To date I only have 15 Reps that have 

been reported back to me.  They are key to any fund raisi ng is participation 
and spreading the news.   

 
The Christian D Larson level honors the author of the Optimist Creed.  Those 

who follow the Creed and help fund the Foundationsô mission through their 
personal giving of $1,000.00 unrestricted become members o f the Christian D 

Larson Partners.  Memberships are available to individuals only, but may be 
given by a Club in honor or in memory of someone.  Individual members do 
not have to be a member of Optimist International.  Gifts are credited to the 

writer of t he check and included in recognition totals.  We have several 
Christian D Larson Partner s in Indiana South.  

 
Please consider your donation to the Optimist International Foundation.  We 

cannot  say NO to the children we serve.  
 

David Kirkman, Indiana South D istrict Foundation Representative                                                                                                                                                                               
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Talk about ñSouthern Exposureò, thatôs just whatôs happening down in the 
southern part of our District.  We just recently had the USI College Club chartered 

and now we have the Evansville Northside Optimist Club giving Evansville itsô sixth 

Optimist club. 

 

Now thatôs the kind of exposure our District is seeking. 

 

The new northside club is anxiously considering ideas to create their first major 

fundraiser and club project/s.  Although the club is starting small in numbers (20) 

they already have a number of ñmaybesò and hope to have the number up to 30 very 

soon.  

 

Just offer them that good óole southern hospitality and theyôll come, and we want you 

all to come down to our charter celebration soon.  Stay tuned. 

. 

Written by Larry Neisen, March 22, 2011.     

 

Activities and Achievements (A&A Form)  

  

Attention Club Presidents and Secretaries.  Please make sure this form is being 

filled out.  This is how Gov. Kathy will be tracking information for the Banner Patch 

Program.  Anyone needing help filling out the form or having questions contact Kathy 

Williams . Activities Chair,  at  Kathywilliams1@insightbb.comor  or  812-952 -3343 . 

mailto:Kathywilliams1@insightbb.comor
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Friends of Optimist Make Dollars and sCents for Your Club  
 

"I've heard it said that a man can never have too many friends. Well, I say that an Optimist 
can never have too many Friends of Optimists -  so go out and get some today.  It will do your 

heart good."  -  Danny Rodgers, 2010 -2011 Optimist International Presid ent  
 
Every Optimist Club needs Friends! Friendship is the foundation that holds our communities 

and Clubs together.   Friendship gives us the strength, innovation and commitment to be 
successful in our endeavors. Everyone needs a Friend.  Every Club needs Friends of Optimists!  
 

Optimist International has announced a great new incentive program for Friends of Optimist.   
Add three (3) Friends of Optimist by June 30, 2011 and your club can add a new traditional 

Member at no charge for processing and no Optim ist International dues for that traditional 
member through September 30, 2012 .  (The new traditional member must be added by 
September 30, 2011).  Your club will become stronger and will have the increased resources 

to meet the challenges and opportunities  in your community to help more kids.  
 

Letôs do the math: 
  Normal Club 

Cost  

Incentive Cost  

3 new Friends of Optimist @$100 each  $300.00  $300.00  

Rebate for 3 Friends of Optimist @ $40.00 

each  

-      120.00  -      120.00  

1 New Traditional Member Processing  Fee +       15.00  +             0  

1 New Traditional Member Dues (1 Year)*  +       59.62  +             0  

Total Cost of 4 New Members  254.62  160.00  

 

Save almost $100.00 and gain 4 new members.  Yes!!  Friends of Optimist count toward your 

membership!!!  
Visit http://www.optimist.org/e/member/membership11.cfm  for more information on growing 

your club with Friends.  
 

DISTRICT CONVENTION NEWS 
 

Donôt forget to mark your calendars for our Districtôs Convention running from 

Aug.4
th
 through Aug. 7

th
 in Evansville.  We are lining up a few surprises you wonôt 

want to miss.  And, for those who asked for a tour of the city you may be riding on a 

trolley bus.  And, one of the stops you will receive a short tour of the University of 

Southern Indiana, compliments of Ginny Bryant, a West Side Optimist member and 

an employee of USI.  It is the fastest growing University in the state and you will get 

to see some of the newly erected buildings.  Also, we are hoping to have a surprise 

guest at our Saturday lunch.  So be sure to be here for some of that southern 

hospitality.  And donôt forget, since we are still a Midwestern state we are on Central 

Daylight Time and not on Eastern Time.  

 

Written by Larry Neisen, March 22, 2011 

 

http://www.optimist.org/e/member/membership11.cfm
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CPA Books   The time is now for you to be working on YOUR Community Project.  This is a 

requirement this year for honor club. The projects are community service and fundraising.  Information can 
be found at OI website and if you need help, please contact me with your questions.  I will also have 
handouts at the April district meeting.   
 
Kathy Williams CPA Chair. E-mail kathywilliams1@insightbb.com, phone 812-952-3343. 

 
Scra pbooks  Get  ready, set go.  Start on that scrapbook!  This year we will have two ways 

for you to do your scrapbooks.  One the old fashion way and the other on the computer.  Just ask me how.  
 
Beth Grube, Scrapbook Chair, e-mail eaquarius@sbcglobal.net, phone 502-447-3903 or 812-944-7844. 

 

Special Awards   Attention all clubs!  Be looking in your clubs for the BOO BOO of 

the year, that optimist who represents what Optimism is all about, and the Humanitarian who 
gives so much to the world around them.  I will be at the district meeting in April with forms.  You 
can also find them on the IN South Home Page.  Questions?  E-mail dragoncat@insightbb.com, 

phone 812-952-3343, Heather Williams, Special Awards Chair 

New Community Growth 
 
The Indiana South District has been very busy in the last few months with New Community 
Growth.   Governor Kathy can proudly proclaim, Indiana South has continued to put the pieces 
together to serve more kids!  In fact that number is over 2400 more kids with the three new 
optimist clubs formed in the last three months.  Please be sure to welcome the following new 
clubs to Indiana South District! 
  
University Southern Indiana college club was organized January 26, 2011 and is now up to 30 
members.   New Albany Optimist Club was organized on February 16, 2011 and is now up to 18 
members.  Evansville Northside Optimist club was organized on March 15, 2011 with 20 members 
and an additional 10 possible.  
  
Please be sure to congratulate and thank the builders of excellence and talk to them about how 
you can build a club in your community.  The builders of excellence for these new clubs are: Ron 
Eberhardt, Jerry Schue, Kathy Williams, Beth Grube, Larry Neisen, Betty Strickland, Tammy Neisen 
and Vicki Harpenau. 
  
.ǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ done yet!  Efforts are currently underway to build Optimist clubs in 
Bloomington and Princeton!  Mike Woodward and Governor Kathy are working on the 
Bloomington club and the Princeton club is being worked by Betty Strickland and Mark Wilson.  If 
you know of any good Optimists in either of these communities please share their names. 
  
Please help us with these new communities so we can help Governor Kathy put the pieces 
together to serve more kids. 
 
Thanks, Mike Woodward, New Community Growth Chair 

https://www.fastmail.fm/mail/?MLS=MR-**f3594296u7810*;MSS=;SMB-CF=3594296;SMR-PT=;SMR-UM=f3594296u7810;UDm=49;Ust=83010d8d!d5a441ae;MSignal=MC-FN*U-1*kathywilliams1%40insightbb.com
https://www.fastmail.fm/mail/?MLS=MR-**f3594296u7810*;MSS=;SMB-CF=3594296;SMR-PT=;SMR-UM=f3594296u7810;UDm=49;Ust=83010d8d!d5a441ae;MSignal=MC-FN*U-1*eaquarius%40sbcglobal.net
https://www.fastmail.fm/mail/?MLS=MR-**f3594296u7810*;MSS=;SMB-CF=3594296;SMR-PT=;SMR-UM=f3594296u7810;UDm=49;Ust=83010d8d!d5a441ae;MSignal=MC-FN*U-1*dragoncat%40insightbb.com
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NEW ALBANY OPTIMIST CLUB  
  
The RED SHIRTS have arrived.   On Feb 16th, 2011, Gov  Kathy Underwood, 

Mike Underwood, N ew Community Growth Chair and 1s t Gentleman, and Field 
Rep Paula Reyling  attended the chart er ing of the New Albany Optimist Club.   

Also present was the sponsoring club Jeffersonville  Evenin g President  George 
Ellis, and Zone 6 Lt. Gov  Jim Gilbert.  

  
Susan Grube  was chosen as the Chart er  President and in her address she 
welcomed our special guest  and recognized th e club  building  Puzzle Masters, 

Kathy Williams and Beth Grube.   Susan challenged her new club to become a 
fixture in the community and to let the community know that we are here to 

make a difference in serving the youth of New Albany.   The Red Shirts have 
accepted her challenge and have already jumped into working with area youth. 

They have done Tri -Star basketball, Essay and Oratorical contest and are 
working on a fundraiser for  Childhood Cancer.  

  
As fate would have it ,  the New Albany Optimist Club charte red on the 100th 

birthday of the first optimist club.   We hope this is a good omen for this young 
club.  
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Build a JOOI Club in Your Community. 

 
 Optimist Youth Clubs-JOOI Clubs-provide fun, fellowship and community service learning opportunities for 
youth of all ages.  Younger students (grades 1-4) take part in Alpha Clubs.  Middle school or junior high students can 

join Junior Optimist Clubs, and high school students build Octagon Clubs.   

 

 JOOI members want to make the world a better place.  Youth Clubs actively involve themselves in their 
communities, just as their adult clubs do.  From fund-raising to neighborhood clean-ups to tutoring younger kids, JOOI 

members make things happen.  Currently there are more than 15,500 youth members in more than 600 communities. 

 

 For your Optimist Club, a JOOI Youth Club sponsorship offers: 
 

¶ Lots of eager hands to help with your larger service projects and fund-raisers. 

 

¶ A means to rejuvenate interest in your club's activities. 

 

¶ A unique way to involve a club member's whole family in Optimism. 
 

¶ Membership recruitment of the parents and relatives of your Youth Club members and much more. 

 

How to Start a JOOI Club 
 

 You may charter a JOOI Club with only eight JOOI Members. There is a one-time enrollment fee of $50, an 
annual registration fee of $60 and membership dues are as follows: $8 per member per year for Alpha Clubs and $10 per 

member per year for Junior Optimist and Octagon Clubs. The registration and member fees are prorated depending on 

the month you charter the JOOI Club. Also, JOOI Clubs are only required to pay for the first 50 members.   

 
 If you have any questions on how to start a JOOI Club in your community you can e-mail me at 

minovak@msn.com or call me at 812-663-3266. 

 

Mike Novak 
 

JOOI District Chairman  

Advisor of the Octagon Club-Greensburg High School 

 
 

Do More  
By William Arthur Ward  

  

Do more than belong: participate.  

Do more than care: help.  

Do more than believe: practice.  

Do more than be fair: be kind.  

Do more than forgive: forget.  

Do more than dream: work.  

Remember...  

Yesterday is history,  

Tomorrow is a mystery,  

Today is a gift.  

That's why it's called:  

             The Present.  

Enjoy life NOW é  

    it has an expiration date  
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What: 2011 Optimist International Convention,  
When: July 3 - 5, 2011 

Where: Baltimore, Maryland 

 

Have you signed up to attend yet? 

Are you next year's club President?   What about next year's Lt. Governor or a 

district officer?  What better place to receive training then at the international 

convention?  This is where all the information you need to be a good officer will be 

passed out first.  This is where we vote on the changes to International by-laws, 

resolutions and the 2012-13 international officers.  You could be your club's delegate 

and sit in on the meetings.  You could be the one to vote on the items needed to run 

our International Organization.   This is also your opportunity to vote for the 2012-

2013 President and Vice President.  Our own Jerry Schue will be on the ballet for 

V.P.  Give Jerry your support in his next opportunity to serve our organization. 

Baltimore has a lot more to offer in addition to the convention.   Celebrate the birth 

of our nation with a fireworks display over Baltimore Harbor, visit the Baltimore 

National Aquarium or go to the top of the Observation Tower to view a 360 degree 

view of Baltimore 387 feet above the harbor.   You can even take a day trip to 

Washington D.C. which is only a few miles away.    Shopping and good restaurants 

abound around the harbor. 

Take this opportunity to sign up today.   Registration and housing information on 

line @ Optimist.org 

Bob Thompson, International Convention Ambassador 

 I was reading our newspaper last night and big headlines on the sports' page read that 

our Evansville Lakeview Optimist Club's Biddy Team won the National Tournament in 

the A Division (Basketball), by 10 points over Steel City, IN.  There were 18 teams 

comprised of teams from Indiana, Louisiana, Texas, and Kansas.  This was an all-star 

team made up of players from the regular Lakeview Optimist program. 

Congratulations to our "Biddy" winners.         Larry Neisen 
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New Leaders Needed 
 

As we prepare for our 3rd Quarter Conference, I hope you are also preparing for the future leadership 

of Indiana South.  Lt. Governor Elections will be held in the morning session on Saturday, April 30th, at 

the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Indianapolis.  Please take part in your Zone elections as you both identify 

and recruit potential candidates who will be an asset to Governor-Elect Chuck's Team in 2011-12. 

 

And, don't forget that the Governor for the year 2012-13 will be elected at our Evansville Convention 

in August.  It's important that we identify these future leaders now so that sufficient time for training 

and preparation is not lost.  Please let me know if your zone requires any assistance as each of you 

helps to identify potential District Leaders...insuring the future of Indiana South.  

 

Sandi Holstein, Immediate Past Governor, Candidate Qualification Chair 

Meet Faux Paw the Techno Cat 

& 

Introduce Kids to Online Safety! 
 
If you havenôt had a chance to check out the internet safety program, nowôs the time!   It is a fun, easy-to-

teach program targeted at elementary age children.   All you need to present the program is: 

¶ The resources CD (contact Ellen Winking or check out http://ikeepsafe.org/ for more information). 

¶ A group of kids (think schools, youth clubs, church groups, neighborhood centers, etc) 

¶ A computer and projector (for large groups) 

¶ The willingness to put together and deliver a presentation!!! 

 

So, check out Faux Paw and her new (maybe not so friendly) friend, Fluffy Happy Kittyface, and plan to help 
children learn a very important skill today! 

 
For more information or a resource CD, contact Ellen Winking at ewinking@girlscoutsindiana.org 

 
ABCs    
While walking through the woods one day, I was surprised to hear a child's voice.  I followed the sound, 
trying in vain to understand the child's words.  When I spotted a boy perched on a rock, I realized why his 
words had made no sense:  He was repeating the alphabet.  
 
"Why are you saying your ABC's so many times?"  I asked him.  
 
The child replied, "I'm saying my prayers."  
 
I couldn't help but laugh.  "Prayers?   All I hear is the alphabet."  
 
Patiently the child explained, "Well, I don't know all the words, so I give God the letters. He knows what I'm 

trying to say." 

http://ikeepsafe.org/
mailto:ewinking@girlscoutsindiana.org
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Reach out and touch a child with cancer ï 
 

Childhood cancer treatment has made remarkable progress in curing infants, 
children, teenagers and young adults with cancer.  Up to 70% of all childhood 
cancer can now be cured and childhood leukemia now has an 80% survival 

rate.  The childhood cancer death rate has dropped more dramatically for 
children than for any other age group.  This is due solely to coordinated 
research. 

 
The Optimist International Board of Directors has designated their 
CHILDHOOD CANCER CAMPAIGN as a top priority in 2010-2011 and has 
built a model to focus on multiple areas of service for their members to help 
children with cancer. 
 
To contribute to the CHILDHOOD CANCER CAMPAIGN, the Fishers 
Optimist Club is proud to announce the first Optimist International district-
wide service project for the state of Indiana!!!  Optimist members from both 
Indiana South and Indiana North Districts will be assembling fleece wraps 
during the combined Indiana District Meeting which will be held in 
Indianapolis, Indiana on April 29-30th.  It is anticipated that approximately 

300-500 "warm and fuzzy" wraps will be made and will be donated to Peyton 
Manning Children's Hospital in Indianapolis. Each wrap will come with a 
special note about their ñWRAP - Warmth Rest And Prayerò to bring them 
comfort and a reminder that Optimists are always near. 
 
Deb Rowe of the Fishers Optimist Club has chaired the CCC wrap project 
and has worked with Optimist International, Indiana South District Governor   
Kathy Underwood, and Peyton Manning Children's Hospital.  The Child Life 
Specialists at Peyton Manning Children's Hospital are very excited about the 
Indiana Optimist donation!  The wraps will be presented to Peyton 
Manning Children's Hospital on Monday, May 2nd at 9:00 am. 

 
Optimists:  Bringing Out the Best in Kids é. Right Here - Right Now! 

 

PGA makes donation 
 

The PGA (thatôs the Past Governorôs Association) will be making a donation of 

$500 to the WRAP project.  Indiana South District Past Governors are proud to 

be able to contribute to this very worthy project to help kids in Indiana. 
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Hearing Aid Project 

  

The Fishers  Optimist  Club has partnered  with  the  Indiana  School for  the  Deaf  to  

provide  funding  for  children  who have hearing  loss and are  in need of  financial  

assistance  for  hearing  aid devices to  improve their  quality  of  life  and to  reach  their  full  

potential.  The Indiana  School for  the  Deaf  has referred  a family  with  three  children  

who are  in need of  hearing  aid devices.  Della  is in the  4th  grade;  Selena is in the  

2nd grade;  and Jackie  is in Kindergarten  at  the  Indiana  School for  the  Deaf.  The 

school has offered  to  provide  all  needed programming and ongoing audiological  services.  

The family  has had financial  hardship  and is unable to  provide  the  hearing  aid devices 

for  their  children.  

The Fishers  Optimist  Club has already  sponsored one child,  Nia (Fishers,  Indiana),  by 

funding  two  new hearing  aids that  will  enable her  to  hear  all  frequencies  that  normal-

hearing  children  experience.  This  will  greatly  enhance her  hearing  as well as enable her  

to  more effectively  work  on her  speech -  thus  allowing Nia to  reach  her  full  potential!  

 

 
Miles Children:  JackieðDellaðSelena 
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Nia with staff from Indiana School for the Deaf 

  

 
Nia showing her new hearing aids 
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Nia hugging her Father 

 

 

 

 
 

Respect  For  Law  Banquet  
 

On Tuesday, January 25, 2011, the Fishers Optimist Club held a Respect for Law banquet to 
recognize Sgt. Randall McFarland of the Fishers Police Department for his "over and above" call of 
duty to help the children of Hamilton County.  He is actively involved in programs that serve youth 
in our community. 
Guests at the honorary dinner banquet included Sgt. McFarland's family, co-workers, pastor, 
friends, and members of the Fishers Optimist Club.  Additionally, a few of the children who have 
participated in the "Catch and Release" program attended and their letters were read to express 
their appreciation for Sgt. McFarland's kindness. 
Book donations were made by Half Price Books for the "Books and Badges" Program, which 
covers K-3rd grade.  Fishing pole donations were made by members of the Fishers Optimist Club 
for the "Catch and Release" Program. 
A plaque of appreciation and multiple gift cards from local merchants were presented to Sgt. 
McFarland. 
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"Respect for Law and the Promotion of Non-Violence" is the fourth most popular Optimist 
International Club activity with more than 1,500 clubs participating each year. 

"Catch and Release" is a program that allows mentoring of at-risk kids through Summer 
Fishing activities and tournaments, which Sgt. McFarland began 8 years ago. 

"Books and Badges" is a program that pro-vides a bonding experience through reading 
books about the Police Department to Elementary school students and presents each 
student with a badge. Book donations are also presented to the classroom as a gift. 

 

"My  Dad  used  to  say,  ĂDo the  right  thing,  at  the  right  time,  for  the  right  
reason.ˤ and  working  with  these  kids...it ôs the  right  thingé."    - Sgt  Randall  

McFarland  

 

Sgt McFarland speaks to the group 

 



The Southern Exposure 17 

 

Sgt McFarland presents one of his special hand-made lures to Vince, a fellow fisherman! 

 
 

 

Sgt McFarland with a few of the families that came to honor him! 

 
 


