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From the Governor:
The first lap of our Optimist year is now complete.
Let's continue to rev our engines as the green flag is out.
The 2nd Quarter Conference will be a fun and informational event and we need your attendance.
The Weekend will be highlighted with a "beach party" at lunch, as well as a visit from our own International Vice President, MaryAnn Gilpin.
A new district project is being planned and details will be presented at the conference.
I look forward to seeing YOU in Terre Haute on January 27 & 28.
Remember "From start to finish, and then some, Bringing Out the Best in Kids”
See you in Terre Haute.
Governor Chuck
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Attention: 
Committee Chairs & Lt Governors
The deadline for submitting articles for the next District Bulletin is March 21, 2012.  Send your articles to p_grant@fastmail.fm if you have e-mail.  If you prefer, send it snail-mail: 573 Horatio Drive, Avon, IN  46123.
DON’T FORGET!










Please respond to the SURVEY included in this Bulletin regarding TRI-Star District events.







2010-2011 Awards

Congratulations to the following for the excellent work performed during the 2010-2011 “Put the Pieces Together to Bring Out the Best in Kids” Optimist year:










    


Lunch                       $16.00
#                     Lunch Tickets
Dinner___________$26.00
#__________Dinner Tickets

Total______$_____________
	   
Make checks payable to:
Indiana South District (OI)

Mail to:
Oren Sutherlin
Registrar – 2nd Quarter 
District Conference
1889 West State Road 32
Perrysville, IN 47974
Come Dressed for a 
Beach Party
Registration Deadline:
Friday, January 20, 2012
HOTEL RESERVATIONS

Holiday Inn 
US Highway 41 South
Terre Haute, Indiana

                    Tel: (812) 232-6081
1 (800) Holiday 
Ask for Terre Haute

Hotel Room Deadline Call by:
Tuesday Jan. 3, 2012



Optimist Rate of $89.00
(plus 12% tax)
Ask for Optimist Block

Mark Your Calendar for the Next Meeting—April 13-14, 2012
Greenburg, Indiana


Zone _____                                         REGISTRATION FORM
Name:			Badge Name:		
Club name:			1st Timer: (   ) yes   (   ) no
Current Club / District Office:		
Name:			Badge Name:		
Club name:			1st Timer: (   ) yes   (   ) no
Current Club / District Office:		
Holiday Inn 
Terre Haute, Indiana
January 27-28, 2012
Indiana South District Optimist International
Website: www.optimistindiana.org
“From Start to Finish”
“Bringing Out the Best in Kids”
2011-2012
2nd Quarter District Conference
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Past Governors' Breakfast
The PGA breakfast at the Conference in Terre Haute will be on Saturday, January 28th ay 7:00 AM.   Spouses are invited to attend the Breakfast as in the past.  Please bring your dues ($30) for the 2011-12 Optimist Year. 

Looking forward to seeing you in Terre Haute!                              Kathy Underwood, IPG









2011- 2012
Indiana South District Meetings

  2nd Quarter: Conference………...January  27-28, 2012             Terre Haute
3rd Quarter: Conference …………April      13-14, 2012             Greensburg
[bookmark: 2005-06_District_Convention_to_be_held_i]4th Quarter: Convention…….…..August   10-12, 2012             Clarksville
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Do you have any Extra supplies?
Do you have EXTRA SUPPLIES from clubs not active?
Please bring them to the District Meeting on January 27 & 28.
This will save the District some money if we can recycle them.
Older club banners are definitely needed.
Even older club banners can be useful.
Please give the supplies to our Supply chair, Chuck Curry
He should be easy to find, I think he is our Governor.
















Sad News
In November, the Indiana South District lost a great Optimist.  Betty R. Mershon 78, passed away Thursday, November 17, 2011.  Betty was a lifelong member of the Mooresville Club.  She achieved Distinguished and Outstanding Lt. Governor status in 1993-94.  Betty made many friends on her journey home and will be sadly missed by all those lives whom she touched.  









BOCI Has New Home
 
BOCI held its last meeting at Just Judy’s on December 27th.  Judy sold the restaurant and we now have a new home.
 
[image: ]
 
Effective Tuesday, January 3rd, BOCI moves to Perkins Restaurant at 5320 E 82nd Street. (NE corner of 82nd & Allisonville)
 
If you show up at the old place, they will not be open.
 
 Rick Posson (BOCI-Breakfast Optimist Club Indianapolis)


















Build a JOOI Club in Your Community

	Optimist Youth Clubs-JOOI Clubs-provide fun, fellowship and community service learning opportunities for youth of all ages.  Younger students (grades 1-4) take part in Alpha Clubs.  Middle school or junior high students can join Junior Optimist Clubs, and high school students build Octagon Clubs.  

	JOOI members want to make the world a better place.  Youth Clubs actively involve themselves in their communities, just as their adult clubs do.  From fund-raising to neighborhood clean-ups to tutoring younger kids, JOOI members make things happen.  Currently there are more than 15,500 youth members in more than 600 communities.

	For your Optimist Club, a JOOI Youth Club sponsorship offers:

Lots of eager hands to help with your larger service projects and fund-raisers.

A means to rejuvenate interest in your club's activities.

A unique way to involve a club member's whole family in Optimism.

Membership recruitment of the parents and relatives of your Youth Club members and much more.

How to Start a JOOI Club

	You may charter a JOOI Club with only eight JOOI Members. There is a one-time enrollment fee of $50, an annual registration fee of $60 and membership dues are as follows: $8 per member per year for Alpha Clubs and $10 per member per year for Junior Optimist and Octagon Clubs. The registration and member fees are prorated depending on the month you charter the JOOI Club. Also, JOOI Clubs are only required to pay for the first 50 members.  

	If you have any questions on how to start a JOOI Club in your community you can e-mail me at minovak@msn.com or call me at 812-663-3266.

Mike Novak, JOOI District Chairman 
Advisor of the Octagon Club-Greensburg High School






[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK5]



















Photos of some of our Junior Optimist activities.   We presented a check to the Bread of Life Soup Kitchen for $584.00 by conducting a Coat and Show drive for the needy in the community.   This was done with the Xi Iota Psi Sorority.   We were also wrapping presents for the Head Start program which is for 3 and 4 year old pre-school, needy students.  A couple of pictures were from sorting out food items for the 100th annual Cheer Fund, also for needy families.

[image: ][image: ] 


Welcome Optimists to Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Where City and Beach Life Comes Together 

Easily accessible by air and land, less than a day's drive for most Optimists; Milwaukee is a premiere Midwestern meeting destination. Within walking distance of the hotels and convention center is Milwaukee's dynamic downtown, offering a wide range of shopping, dining and nightlife options, the RiverWalk, Water Street Entertainment District, Downtown Theater District, museums and professional sports. There is so much to see and do in Milwaukee!   
 
Plan now to attend the 
 
94th Annual
Optimist International Convention
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
July 12-14, 2012
  Events take place at the Frontier Airlines Center and Hilton Milwaukee City Center which is also the headquarters hotel. 
[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK12]
Housing Information
The Hilton and Hyatt Hotels are connected and the DoubleTree Hotel is adjacent to the Frontier Airlines Center all located in the heart of downtown Milwaukee.  For additional information on each hotel, go to their websites listed below.  One night room and tax due at time of booking.
 
Hilton Milwaukee City Center Hotel  (Headquarters)
509 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53203
 Book your hotel reservation online by clicking here
Call (414) 271-7250.
Standard room rate (King or dbl/dbl) $125.00 + tax. 
 
Hyatt Regency Milwaukee
333 West Kilbourn Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53203
Book your hotel reservation online by clicking here 
Call:(888) 421-1442
  
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Milwaukee Downtown
611 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53203
Book your hotel reservation online by clicking here 
Call (414) 273-2950 or (800) 222-TREE -  use block code  "OPT".
Standard room rate (King or dbl/dbl) $129.00 + tax.








































The latest news
Optimist International is proud to announce there are two new supply companies to meet the needs of Optimists. One supplier will service U.S. and Caribbean Clubs and another the Canadian Clubs. 
United States and the Caribbean:
Optimist Supply 
www.optimistsupply.com
(855) 664-3506
(314) 664-3506 



Tax Exempt Letter
For a copy of Optimist International's Tax Exempt Letter, please click here.
International Bylaws

Review the 2011-2012 Optimist International Bylaws.
National Association of Parliamentarians

In July 2010, Optimist International entered into a partnership with the National Association of Parliamentarians.  Widely known as the experts on parliamentary procedure, the association's resources are now available to Optimist Clubs and Districts.  To consult the association and take advantage of this resource, visit www.parliamentarians.org.
Summary of Insurance

The summary of insurance for Clubs is available.  Click here to download the document, effective May 1, 2011, through April 30, 2012.
Optimist coupons: Highly recommended!

Your Club can exceed its fundraising goal with an Official Optimist Coupon Book Fundraiser!  Get a customized book with your Club’s name, photo and logo and 40 valuable coupons from your hometown.  Earn at least $9 each with no upfront cost. This quick and easy fundraiser is available any time of year!  Click here for more information!

If you're still wanting more information about this new project, check out this letter of recommendation from Executive Director Benny Ellerbe.


Membership

Projects  Through Optimist Clubs, volunteers dedicate their time and talent to service projects that put smiles on the faces of children in the community.

Sponsor a New Member  Learn more about the ways in which you can bring new Members into the organization.

Types of Membership  Different types of membership are available to suit anyone interested in "Bringing Out the Best in Kids."

Member Recruitment and Retention  Member recruitment is important to the health and growth of a Club. Learn more about programs that will help Clubs with their recruitment and retention efforts to attract new Members and keep them active in the Club.

Start a New Club  If you know of a community that would benefit from Optimism or if you are familiar with an activity that would be perfect for a single-focus group, consider starting a New Club.

Awards and Recognition  Find out just what your Club or District needs to accomplish to earn honors this year.
Personal Growth & Involvement (P.G.I.) Program

There are many benefits to becoming an Optimist.  And since "Bringing Out the Best in Kids" is the consensus top benefit, the organization’s Personal Growth & Involvement (P.G.I.) program ranks a cool second.  Where else can you become a more knowledgeable volunteer?

The P.G.I. program offers every Optimist member the opportunity to learn more about Optimism while advancing through 10 levels of involvement, leadership growth and achievement.

The P.G.I. program will make you a better volunteer.  Through communication training, self-development modules and other personal growth activities, Optimist International is giving you a fantastic opportunity to continue to learn and grow into a leader.

For additional P.G.I. information, go to the P.G.I. section of the Optimist Leaders website or contact the Leadership Development Department at (800) 500-8130, ext. 261, or by e-mail at leadership@optimist.org.

                                                              

District Goals for 2011-2012

Increase District membership by 101
Build 4 Adult clubs
Build 3 JOOI clubs
Every club have at least 1 NOW meeting or event
Establishment of a Governor’s Citation
Conduct 2 District Service Projects
Inject more fun into meetings
Increase District meeting attendance to 120
All zones have zone meetings before the District meetings
Become a Distinguished District






I have been in many places, but I've never been in Cahoots.  Apparently, you can't go alone.  You have to be in Cahoots with someone.

I've also never been in Cognito.  I hear no one recognizes you there.

I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much on physical activity anymore.










Attention ALL Club Presidents
Presidents of all Clubs in the District serve as members of the District Board of Directors.  Make sure to attend your Board meeting at every District Conference and at the Convention.













Club Presidents: Please make copies of this Bulletin and distribute to the members of your club.

The Southern Exposure is published for all Optimists located in the Indiana South District, Optimist International.  The editor is Paul R. Grant, 573 Horatio Drive, Avon, IN 46123.  Submissions may be sent to p_grant@fastmail.fm and are subject to extreme editing.
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As of December 31, 2011, there were only 3 responses from the District. Due to the
poor response, this is a final chance to express your opinion. Opinions in writing
(mailed, faxed or emailed must be received by: ERIDAY. January 20, 2012, The review
committee will take a recommendation to the Executive Committee at the 2™ Quarter
Conference regarding the future of holding District Level Tri-Star Contests.

Indiana South District Tri-Star Club Survey
October 2011

At tho 2011 Distict Convanton concrns wera brought befors the Exacutivo Commitoe. Som of the concorns
"mentoned incluced the olowng:

 Tha low number ofcubs that paticpats in the basketbal distict finals versus th cost.

= Dusto gas price, the time and expense for parenis o v fo a Disritfnal

« Sevaral dubs sponsor Ti-Star contastsfor soccar and footbal— should the Tr-Star Disit program ba
Ghanged o it haso sports on an oqual basis rahar than only baskalball?

1t was recommendd that a review commiea ba formed 1 raviaw thesa concems. Tha Commitiee mel
Trursday, Ociobar 13, 2011. After muh Gscussion, it was decidad by he Commitie th frststep shauld bo
{akon to tho cubs fo thoi comments. Tharcloro. he Lt Governar's wil distibuto s survey form 10 he clubs
in'hair zons. Tha surveys Wil ba reviawad and a recommendaion by tha Commitae Wl bé presariad o e
Execuiive Comittea ai tha 2 Quarer Distict Conlerence.

NOTE: This survey s concerned only with a Distict level Tri Star contest. It does notin any way
preclude hoiding Club level contests.
Does your club conduct any Trk Star events? ( )yes: ( )no
2. Which Tii Star events does your club hold?
Basketball ( ) Soccer( ) Football( ) Baseball( ) Other
3. How many Tri-Star Distrct final contests has club participated in over the past Syears?#
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